Yatan Nusantara

Wandering the Heritage of
the Indonesian Archipelago

In this spatial presentation, Jalan Nusantara
(‘Archipelago Street’), we wander through the UNESCO
heritage of indonesia. As the largest archipelago in the
world, Indonesia’s history has been marked by its
environmental diversity, cultural exchanges, and
religious pluralism. That history is reflected in a great
diversity of heritage across the archipelago which can
be discovered here.

Natural, world cultural, and intangible heritage,
creative cities, geoparks and memory of the world: you
can find these all in Indonesia. While heritage is
anchored in the past, it is about what is valued in the
present to preserve for the future. Being presented at
the UNESCO headquarters, this presentation is
therefore not just about the meaning of Indonesian
heritage today, but also in the future.

The models and artworks on display were generously
donated to UNESCO by the Indonesian government. In

addition, a map and a digital inventory offer an
overview of all 66 UNESCO heritage inscriptions across
the archipelago.
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Wooden model of the Borobudur
Unkown artist
1978

The famous Buddhist temple of the Borobudur was built
between 750-850 in Central-Java during the reign of the
Sailendra Dynasty. Constructed in three levels, the Borobudur
reflects the Buddhist cosmology called mandala. On top stand
72 stone stupas, bell-shaped structures that hold the Buddha's
relics, around one monumental central stupa. Pilgrims come to
the Borobudur to immerse themselves in Buddhist teachings by
meditating and by studying its reliefs. In 199], the temple
compound was enlisted as UNESCO World Heritage. Since
modern times, the Borobudur has been a site where spiritual,
national, local, and environmental heritage values meet.
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Souvenir model of the Borobudur
2017

The Borobudur is the largest Buddhist temple in the world and
likely the most famous temple of Indonesia. Annually, the
Borobudur attracts millions of visitors from Indonesia and
beyond. Although many of these visitors are tourists, a
worldwide community or Buddhists continues to be drawn to
the Borobudur for pilgrimage, mediation, and learning. This
silver model of the Borobudur - a souvenir of which there exist
many - attests that the temple has developed into a tourist
destination and a national symbol that is spread throughout
the world in the form of models like this.
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Wooden replica of a relief of the Borobudur
Unknown artist
2017

This wooden relief is a replica of an original on the Borobudur.
The right side depicts an outrigger proa sailing through high
waves, its sails billow in the wind. The depiction of this
seaworthy ship attests to the ancient maritime history of the
Indonesian archipelago at the time the Borobudur was built in
the Sth century. Along vast maritime trade networks, not only
consumer goods, but also ideas, culture and religion were
exchanged between Indonesia and parts of Asia and beyond.
Ships like this proa brought Buddhism to Indonesia, leading to
the construction of the Borobudur and other temple
compounds in the archipelago.
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Replica of fossilised skull of Homo erectus excavated
at Sangiran Early Man site
2017

This is a replica of a fossilised skull of Homo erectus PVIIl, an
early human species of 1.5 million years old. The original was
found by locals in 1969 and has since been an important
scientific find because it preserves facial bones, features that
are rare to find. This facilitates the reconstruction of Homo
erectus faces, even beyond Indonesia. PVIll should not be
confused with the world's first excavation of Homo erectus
skullcap in Trinil, Central Java known as ‘Java Man’ in 1891. The
excavation of ‘Java Man’ has been credited to the Dutch
palaeontologist Eugéne Dubois. However, historical research
shows that Dubois’ success heavily relied on knowledge of
local informants and earlier Javanese scholars as well as the
involvement of forced labourers in the excavation. The fossils
of "Java Man’ are located in Museum Naturalis in the Nether-
lands since colonial times and have been requested back by
the Indonesian government since 1951. The latest request of
2022 is currently being processed by the Dutch government.
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Wooden model of the Prambanan
Unknown artist
2017

The Prambanan temple compound is dedicated to the Hindu
ods Brahma (the Creator), Wishnu (the Preserver), and Siwa
the Destroyer). The central most important temple is

dedicated to Siwa. The site consists of a total of 240 temples

that are spread over a vast area located near Yogyakarta,

Central Java. Like the Borobudur, it was built under the reign of

the Sailendra Dynasty, in the tenth century. The site was listed

as UNESCO World Cultural Heritage in 1991 and has become a

prime tourist destination of international importance. The

heritage status improved the safeguarding and conservation
of the site but also impacted the religious function of the

Prambanan.

Godls in the sky

Statue of Garuda Vishnu Kencana
Nyoman Nuarta (1951-)
2017

This statue is a miniature version of a monumental statue in the
Garuda Wisnu Kencana Cultural Park in Ungasan, Bali. Finished
in 2018, the statue in Bali is made from copper, weighs over
3.000 tons, and stands over 121 metres tall. It represents the
Hindu god Vishnu, riding the eagle-like god Garuda, who both
have become strong national symbols. The sculptor, Nyoman
Nuarta, is famous for his monumental sculptures for
prestigious monuments across the archipelago. Central to his
work is the Balinese traditional philosophy of Tri Hita Karana,
that emphasises harmony between god, mankind and nature.
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The Death of Kumbhakarna
Nyoman Mandra (1946-2018)
1977

Nyoman Mandra was the most prominent artist working in the
style of Kamasan, the ‘classical’ Balinese style of painting.
Kamasan played an important role in embellishing religious
buildings with Hindu epic stories, of which Mandra possessed
superb knowledge. Mandra generously shared his cultural
knowledge and artistic mastery, which he saw as a crucial part
of his work. This painting by Mandra depicts scenes from the
ancient Hindu legend Ramayana. They are related to the
fearless giant Kumbhakarna, the brother of the evil demon
Ravana and a great warrior, feared for his unpredictable
temper. Mandra’s painting depicts Kumbhakarna's death in
the final battle of the Ramayana.
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Angklung installation and robot
Eko Mursito Budi (1967-)
2017

The warm, rattling sound of this instrument, the angklung, can
be heard in at least 14 provinces of Indonesia. Crafted from
bamboo tubes and a bamboo frame bound together with
rattan cords, the angklung consists of only natural materials. It
can be played in various compositions, ranging from a small to
an enormous group of musicians. The origins of the angklung
date back to the 13th century BC. While it is traditionally played
during important ceremonies such as rice planting, rice harvest
and circumcision, the instrument is also used in modern and
contemporary music, and has been converted to synthesisers.

A Lalinese turne

Statue of a flute player
Unknown artist
Undated

This statue of a flute player takes reference from the style of
Pita Maha, a modern art movement of the 1930-1940s. After the
destruction of the Balinese courts by the Dutch colonial army,
mass tourism was introduced to the island. European artistic
influences were increasingly adopted in Balinese arts to serve
commercial demands. The Pita Maha movement sought to
integrate these European influences while preserving Balinese
artistic ideas and traditions. Besides conventional topics from
Hindu stories, the depiction of daily life was embraced by the
movement - as illustrated by this statue. The works of Pita
Maha have been exhibited all over the world, contributing to
Bali becoming a cultural marker for Indonesia as a whole.




